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sun' MIGHT HELP ‘EJX-AGEN

THZ ATLANTA JOUR
18 D=cember 1977

f £ By JEFF NESMITH |

-‘ Journai-Constifution Wammc’oo

5 F WASHI‘XGTO‘J - Although
> the CIA wants to sué'an ex-
agent for violating his cath of
i secrecy, Justice: Department
Joffidals ares “concerned:.that]
tsx.ch an action could backfire
55w A~Jawsuit “againstformér
?agent~IYank -Snepp-rnight
i serve only to increase'sales of
24 book- Snepp admifs he pub~
%lished:in. vmlatxon -of a. cony
4tractuak: agreementS with" the:
}CIA. ";@:-"-- "._ 3 ”r ‘{!3. ‘t; 3|
=5 On the otherhand, o1 xgnore
 Snepp’s action’; mxght"be 38
 Imessage to other’ CIAempon-
jees and ex-employees ‘that the;
;govemment is. notuntemted.
Lin: protecting’. its=official se+]
crets "fa:JushceﬂDepartment
Fofficial said. 3 SRR
%~ The:-dilemma w: used'

“Decent: Interva]," an acconnt;
of the-fall of -Saigon’ that' piirs.
portsZitos expose’s high-level
 bangling:; itr; the- State™Depart-
'ment;and:the: CIA.Snepp,‘who
was—ﬁassxg;:ed : ;
 Embassy.-in; SaJ mdurmg 2]
pamc-stncken._ c.attempl : o]
evacuate‘Amencan “and Viet-
namese=’collaborators * from
South\V'etﬁam m.-'Aan 197;,,

ploymenta contract;,mth..the

CIAm'pubhshmg therbook.. 3

e The: contract: reqmras CIA

employew to*subxmt;fot* cen-
“the:

Cmcontract..f LY
squ;"he 5] contends,
pubhcaﬁon,,wmxld “have:been

"‘Othem

held i J:straxmngorders,
mjundmns"ancf”demznds-,far
 deletiohs By the CIAZFE: R
zIntelligence agency:: sources
say,;or: therother-hand > that
there  ire. very: few secret$iii.
Snepp s 580-page book: ﬁ&‘?’
HFALHISUEY they . Sy, 15 ) "hot
: whetﬁer,he illegally- disclosed
classmed‘mformatzon «.rbut
fwhether-he has- damage& ‘the
:CIA’s 4bilityto protect: sécret

by publication;last;month. of|

*mfarmaﬁon-';.” PRI,

% Befora & declsxon is
"aides. to. Bell- ‘said Fnday, the
‘attorney general will ‘discuss
ihe matter with' CIA Director
‘Stansfield* Turnervand Presx«

“Justice’ Department’s
division are, ‘raearchmg apn

‘preparation :
xecommendaunn to‘Ben.,‘ .

‘by-the -4th: U.S ClrcmLCourt
1> 72’5"‘111 whxck

S Snepg gas $aid 1he

agents‘;-» names,”

3zThe Agu&}m J' e Desi
artment ‘o fi cxa,lr saxd bo’!s1
;down 10» ‘what’ Lhe govemn;g,nﬁ

eaccomphsh by sumg Snepp. 3
g :“What:ifiwe-sue: him and
sthe jury:findy that'He did.Vic-]
Hate ‘the”secrecy . oath: Zsand:
‘there&no qnatmn -thaf. he‘ “didy
i and then! ;awardss the-gov-
ernmenf.: %+ judgment oR{ $1°
agamst.»m?"::-;thxs officxal

DAL

- STAT

Uy - group
. thatta- lawsmb
’would settle’ remaining ques~i
4 tions.about the secrecy oath's
Lvahdfty and”sérve notice that™
.‘»-xt-'mu be enforced. Should the
th be overfurned, Bell said,
RA 1 Wwould: forcs: thet federal
r govemment to'd jeal ‘with..the"}
» entire problem: of‘ classified -
; e 4

" Fifth: DlstnctwRep Wyche

el ! Fowler; a member of the new:
““House Intelligence Committes: !
{ and au; cnhc. of: govemmeqt f

5

He- (Snepp) .can’ ha\{e
1boi:h Wways,”Fowler:. said.-{1f
*he *deliberately;: -deceived". his
b government, because: of ‘som

PR ...ﬁ_;».“f)\ 5

¥ hgher" ‘obligation ke’ felt“hex
;.had. to reveak certain thingsi
“that were being withheld, then *‘

pubhcatxon .of the book should;:
%bereward enough for him. s

. 25He ought not, fo be- allovg
to profit from'it, too.” = *F %
Fowler contends that Sneppr :
,.occupxed a’position of trust.i ins
" his role. as.a CIA, ,agent ;andix
regardless of his contract, can’; §
* be sued rfor;yviolating™ thata,
rustsy The*theory, ‘whichisis 3
. being researched’in.the ‘Jns"i
s tice. Departmeat’s. .civil- divi<"
=sion, holds. that Snepp can be: e
-sueQ for: alt.:of -his royaltxes*
“from the- -book:{Let the tax-ri
{ payers have the money»fmn:s 4
‘the boo‘g‘_f‘Fow’Ier isuggests,s;
i.“because they paid the cost of.3 1
~his having learned this infors 3
mahon, whxle he was on them,,

N ix7and

- CIA, Dxrector'?um.r has
been ‘described as adamant in
"hzs Tequests' that the Justice
’ﬁepartmeut file . s_uit,-agams'
S'nn ;’.’ R J"'-«'f”‘ .}"\\u-
~~’I\1rner says Sn°pp ‘rol” only
Wiolated his contrack bat ‘also
yiolated: a- persona‘; predge: to
present the work to {he- CIA
Hor review:before it was.pub-

ished. RSP
£.In:th .boox Snepp contends
{he CIA station :chief jo Sai-
‘gon’ xgnored ’mtelhgeace re-
;ports’s < that:% the o5 North
:Vietnamese .were-about to at-
tack.the  Souths Viemamese
zcapltal .and, therefore: wsted
pvaluable evacuation time.: ; 3%
% -He recently. w _quoted by
‘Newsweek:” Ty
1 “If station: chiels. m.tha. fﬁa
fure think,‘T may have'a son
“of a bxtchJﬁ\P Snepp oy my
fstaff » when 3ithey:. evalvale
iuﬂ:elhgem:e: reports sYawill
have made"a small‘

%- CIA -sources say tha ques-
txon that™ troubles - Turner~ is

that ‘e may have on:his-own
“staff “'a“son of a-bitch like
:Snepp,* 'Who Thay alsd be will-
ing to violate his secrec? oath
{5 nnless AbEG! gwemment
s comes down hard in this case.

Approved For Release 2007/08/20 : CIA-RDP99- 00498R000100120016 4 - _




